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Committee’s information a list of ‘‘tradi-
tional communities’’ exceptions which may
have been declared by an party to the Con-
vention.

(2) SUPREMACY OF THE CONSTITUTION.—
Nothing in the Convention requires or au-
thorizes legislation or other action by the
United States of America that is prohibited
by the Constitution of the United States as
interpreted by the United States.

Mr. ENZI. I further ask unanimous
consent that any statements be printed
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD as if
read, and that the Senate take one
vote on the resolutions of ratification
to be considered as separate votes. Fur-
ther, that when the resolutions of rati-
fication are voted upon, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, the
President be notified of the Senate’s
action, and that following the disposi-
tion of the treaties, the Senate return
to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The understandings to the resolu-
tions of ratification are agreed to.

Mr. ENZI. I ask for a division vote on
the resolutions of ratification.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A divi-
sion has been requested.

Senators in favor of the resolutions
of ratification will rise and stand until
counted.

Those opposed will rise and stand
until counted.

On a division, two-thirds of the Sen-
ators present having voted in the af-
firmative, the resolutions of ratifica-
tion are agreed to.

f

LEGISLATION SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now return to legislative ses-
sion.

f

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 21, 2000

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent when the Senate com-
pletes its business today, it adjourn
until the hour of 9:30 a.m. on Thursday,
September 21, 2000.

I further ask unanimous consent that
on Thursday, immediately following
the prayer, the Journal of proceedings
be approved to date, the morning hour
be deemed expired, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and the Senate then begin a
period of morning business until 11:30
a.m., with Senators speaking for up to
5 minutes each, with the following ex-
ceptions: Senator LOTT or his designee,
60 minutes; Senator DASCHLE or his
designee, 60 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SMITH of Oregon). Without objection,
it is so ordered.

f

PROGRAM

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, when the
Senate convenes at 9:30 a.m., the Sen-
ate will be in a period of morning busi-
ness until 11:30 a.m. Following morning

business, the Senate will resume
postcloture debate on the motion to
proceed to S. 2045, the H–1B visa bill.
An agreement is being negotiated re-
garding the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act, and it is hoped that the Sen-
ate can begin consideration of the bill
this week. Therefore, Senators should
be prepared to vote during tomorrow’s
session of the Senate.

f

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I now ask unanimous consent
that the Senate stand in adjournment
under the previous order, at the close
of my remarks. I ask unanimous con-
sent I be given such time as I might
use.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

THE BUDGET

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I have now
been in the Senate almost 4 years.
Some of the days have been extremely
long, but the years have been ex-
tremely short. We work through a
process here that I am sure, as people
watch, seems extremely slow and cum-
bersome. That is probably because it is.
It was designed that way by our fore-
fathers. They intended that legislation
that affects this Nation would be care-
fully considered in two separate bodies
and then submitted to the executive
branch for the possibility of a veto.
That takes a long time.

The bodies have grown in size as a
number of States came into the Na-
tion, and that makes it more difficult.
But it is a system that works better
than that in any other country in the
world, and it is working now. It is dif-
ficult, very difficult; long days, tough
issues, tough choices.

When I first came to the Senate, the
first issue I got to talk about was the
balanced budget amendment. At that
time, it was just a dream that at some
point we could get the discipline to bal-
ance a budget. It had been years since
a budget had been balanced around
here. As we went through that debate,
people said: Oh, this doesn’t give us
enough leeway. What if we would have
a war? Technically, I guess, we have
had a couple since that time, and we
have still balanced the budget. Not
only that, the economy has increased,
and many will attribute that to the
budget being balanced. In countries
around the world, as they balance the
budget, their economy improves. We
balanced the budget, the economy im-
proved. It gave us a lot more money to
work with.

In fact, we have so much money, we
have started talking about honesty
with the Social Security surplus. That
is music to my heart. I am the only ac-
countant in the Senate. It was pretty
obvious that, with our accounting
techniques, we were spending the So-
cial Security surplus. People pay into

Social Security, and the money that is
paid in is, for the most part, paid in to
the recipients of Social Security. It
doesn’t really flow into a trust fund
and stay there with the portion of the
trust fund for the person on retirement
being used. No, the money flows in and
the money flows out. But at the mo-
ment, there are more people working
than receiving. As a result, there is a
surplus in Social Security.

That is going to change pretty dras-
tically in about 2013. At that point, we
are going to have more people retiring
than working, and there will be a def-
icit in Social Security. So it has been
very important that we be honest on
Social Security and start to put that
Social Security away.

We also tried a motion to assure that
would be put away. It is called a
lockbox on Social Security. That has
never passed around here—similar to
the balanced budget amendment, which
did not pass. But the American people
understood how important that bal-
anced budget amendment was, that the
Federal Government couldn’t spend
money, just as they cannot spend more
money than they have, and they in-
sisted on a balanced budget, and we got
it. We talked about a lockbox. I think
we had seven different votes to end the
filibuster to put that into law. It has
not happened. But the message has
been delivered by the people of this
country that we are going to put a
lockbox on Social Security; we are
going to put that money away; we are
not going to touch it, so the little bit
that there is—this is just a surplus, the
money that is flowing in and out—will
be there later.

One of the things we are doing with
that is we are paying down the na-
tional debt. You will hear a number of
us around here say if you really look at
the accounting on this, are we paying
down the national debt? No, we are
paying down the public national debt.
We are taking that money that individ-
uals across this country have invested
in Treasury bills and we are buying
their Treasury bills back. What that
does is put IOUs into the Social Secu-
rity trust fund—not money. We got rid
of the money.

At the moment, if you have a Treas-
ury bill, you are paid interest periodi-
cally. We have to pay the interest if
the public owns the debt. So what do
we achieve by taking Social Security
money and buying up this public debt?
I will tell you what we achieve. We
achieve the ability to spend more
money because we do not pay Social
Security interest in cash at the mo-
ment that it is due. We take a little bit
of IOU and we use it to make the So-
cial Security trust fund a little bit big-
ger. But it is not real money. If we
wanted to spend it, we would have to
put in money in order to take money
out. How would we do that? We would
increase the public debt.

If you call the Treasury and they tell
you the national debt at the moment—
that is, the total, public and private—
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